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A. Parties 
1. “UBR” refers Underground Book Reviews, LLC, a registered company in Virginia, which acts through editors Amy 

R. Biddle and Brian Braden. 
2. “Managing Editor” is the person in charge of staffing, payment, and weekly Magazine publication. Amy R. Biddle 

holds this position. 
3. “Submissions Editor” is the person in charge of moderating weekly submissions. Brian L. Braden holds this 

position. 
4. “Author” refers to the author of a book submitted for an Assigned Review via the UBR website by that author or 

that author’s legal representative. 
5. “Reviewer” is the UBR Associate who has consented via the UBR website agreement form to write and post an 

Assigned Review. 
6. “Associate” refers to UBR contributors, such as Columnists and Judges. 

 

B. Assigned Review Procedures 
1. Upon receipt of the Author’s PayPal payment for an Assigned Review, the assigned Reviewer receives the 

assignment via email and will purchase the author’s e-book from a vendor of their choice. 
2. The Reviewer will submit the Review within 5 weeks after the assignment. 
3. The Author will be able to access a preview of the Review as soon as the Reviewer submits it, but the Review will 

remain in “preview mode” and hidden from the general public. 
4. The Review will be published publically within 7 weeks. Generally, UBR will try to schedule the review 6 weeks 

from the Monday following the assignment. So, if the book was assigned between January 2nd and January 8th, 
the Review would most likely be published on February 20th. 

5. If the Author does not correctly fill out all forms, or if technical issues slow down the process of notifying the 
Reviewer of the assignment, the Review will be published within 7 weeks after the Monday following the 
completed, correct information and the Reviewer’s notification. The Author will be notified in this case. 

6. An excerpt of the Review, and a link to Underground Book Reviews, will be published to Amazon and Goodreads 
within 3 weeks following the publication of the Review. 

 

C. Rights and Terms 
1. UBR retains all rights to original content published on www.undergroundbookreviews.org, 

www.undergroundbookreviews.com, any subsequent websites, any future online or print journals, and any 
media produced now or in the future and owned by UBR. 

2. Associates may re-publish all or part of their published content from UBR on personal websites and elsewhere, 
so long as they link back to the original content on UBR with a statement attributing the content was originally 
published on Underground Book Reviews. 

3. Authors may re-publish any published content that pertains to the Author or the Author’s books on personal 
websites and elsewhere, so long as they link back to the original content on UBR with a statement attributing 
the content was originally published on Underground Book Reviews. 

4. The Author gives UBR permission to use any images and content available on their Amazon webpages and all 
other author/book webpages available publicly online, and to paraphrase such content, so long as the purpose is 
to further the promotion or discussion of the book or Author. 

5. This Agreement is governed by the laws of the State of Michigan. The courts of the State of Michigan will have 
exclusive jurisdiction to adjudicate any dispute arising under or in connection with this Agreement. 
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D. Negative Reviews 
1. UBR DOES NOT guarantee positive reviews, only professional Reviews. Negative Reviews are part of the 

business, and ratings are at the discretion of each individual Reviewer. Authors submit books for review at their 
own risk. 

2. Once the preview is submitted, and before the Review is published, the Author may request that UBR cancel the 
review. 

3. If a Review is canceled by the Author, the book may not be Reviewed again or by another Reviewer. The 
canceled Review will remain in preview mode for only the Author and other Reviewers to view. 

4. Once a Review is published on the Magazine, it will not be removed for any reason. 
5. Payment for negative Reviews, Reviews canceled by the Author, or otherwise unsatisfactory Reviews WILL NOT 

BE REFUNDED. 
 

E. Limits 
1. In the interest of writing unbiased Reviews, Reviewers may not Review books by friends, family, colleagues or 

acquaintances. Authors must respect these terms when selecting a Reviewer. 
2. Authors may not have previously been affiliated with Underground Book Reviews as a reviewer, writer, editor, 

designer, or contributor of any sort. 
3. Authors may not give Reviewers gifts or money, offer favors or reviews, or otherwise solicit positive Reviews 

from Reviewers. 
4. The Author may read the Reviewer’s books on their own time, in private, as long as they do not tell the 

Reviewer. The Author will not let their Reviewer know if they have reviewed, purchased or read any of the 
Reviewer’s books. Authors will not suggest writing public reviews or swapping reviews with their Reviewer, 
either before or after the Review.  

5. A book can only receive only ONE UBR Review, whether Assigned or Selected. 
6. Once a book is scheduled/assigned for review, the Reviewer must purchase the e-book from their vendor of 

choice. Reviewers will not accept gift copies. 
7. A Reviewer may not review more than one book by the same author or publishing company in any given year. 

Books published through Vanity companies (e.g., Amazon) and large Hybrid houses (e.g., John Hunt Publishing) 
are exempt from this limit. 

 

F. Refunds 
1. If the Reviewer fails to complete their Review within 5 weeks, the Author’s payment will be fully refunded upon 

request. 
2. If UBR fails to publish the review within 7 weeks, the Author’s payment will be fully refunded upon request. 
3. If an Author believes a Reviewer did not read a book cover-to-cover, they are to inform the UBR staff and 

provide supporting facts while the review is in preview mode. UBR will immediately and indefinitely suspend 
publication until a determination can be made. If the UBR staff finds the Reviewer did not, in fact, completely 
read the book, the Author will be fully refunded, the Review will be erased, and the Reviewer may be 
suspended. No challenges to Reviewer integrity will be entertained once the Review is published. By not alerting 
the UBR staff before publication of the Review, the Author consents to publication. Consent to publication is an 
implied agreement by the Author that the Review was fair and conducted in an ethical manner.  

4. UBR will NOT refund payment for late posting to Amazon and/or Goodreads, but we encourage Authors to 
contact us if this part of the contract is not fulfilled, and we will happily give them a free one-month Feature (a 
$20 value).  

5. Refunds and free Features will only be given on request. 
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G. Termination 
1. If any of the terms of this agreement are not followed by the Author or Reviewer involved, UBR may choose to 

terminate this agreement and payment may not be refunded. If the violation is egregious, UBR may 
permanently ban the Author from the website, to include deletion of previously published content. 

2. If the Author attempts to solicit a positive review through bribery, favors, blackmail or review swaps, the Review 
will be canceled and the Author’s payment WILL NOT be refunded. 

 
 
 I have read and fully understand the agreement above and do hereby agree to these terms 
 


