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General Guidelines 
All published content for Underground Book Reviews, LLC (UBR) should follow Modern Language (MLA) 
style guidelines, unless you have a specific style that is being carried throughout the article, column, or 
review. 
 
CAPITALIZE book titles if they are used in the title of a review/article. 
 
Italicize book titles if they are used in the body of a review/article. 
 
All content must be submitted through the UBR website. 

 
----- 
 

Interviews 
Interviews can take one of two formats: Q&A or free-form. Q&A interviews must start with a short 
paragraph, introducing the interviewee, which can be used as the article excerpt on the front page of 
the magazine. Free-form interviews can be written in the format of an article, but should heavily use 
direct quotes from the author. The questions can be from email, internet chat, phone, or an in-person 
meeting. 
 
Read an example of a Q & A interview here 
Read an example of an in-person interview from our old website here 
 
----- 
 

Articles 
Articles include columns, news, self-promotion and any other non-review content published on UBR. 
The format of this content is free-form, and decided on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Read a simply formatted column here 
Read a more complex column here 
 
----- 
 

Reviews 
All Reviews must be submitted via the UBR website, through the Reviewer Dashboard, and follow the 
instructions set forth in the form. The general format is laid out below: 
 
THE RUNDOWN 
The Rundown section should be four hundred words, maximum. Write in third person. Begin with a 
hook and engage your readers. Give the reader an immediate feel for the book by highlighting the 
author’s unique style. Introduce the main characters, setting, theme and/or central conflict without 
including spoilers. This section can be a few paragraphs long. 
 

https://www.undergroundbookreviews.org/interview-with-dominic-carrillo/
http://www.undergroundbookreviews.com/magazine/special-feature-abs-newbies-the-making-of-disentangle-by-nancy-johnston
https://www.undergroundbookreviews.org/diversity-opportunity-not-obligation/
https://www.undergroundbookreviews.org/6-ways-to-widen-your-audience/
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If there were major pitfalls that should be noted, mention them, but be sure to highlight the positive as 
well. To finish up, write a general overview of your impressions, both positive and negative. No review 
should be either 100% positive or 100% negative. 
 

THE RECOMMENDATION 
The Recommendation section will be the excerpt on our Magazine, and should be used as the excerpt 
on Amazon and Goodreads as well. This is what readers should see first, to determine if they want to 
buy the book or not. Let them know: Who would like this book? Fans of what author, genre or style? 
Who should stay away? For example, people who don't like gore might not like a superbly written and 
highly recommended horror novel. If you can't recommend the book to anyone, explain why in a fair 
and unbiased manner. 
 

THE RATING 
We use a 5-star system, with half stars. The ratings are followed with the following explanations: 
1 & 1.5 Stars - Unprofessional & Unacceptable.  
2 & 2.5 Stars - Needs work. This book has substance, but it is in need of a rewrite and/or extensive 
editing. 
3 & 3.5 Stars - Pretty good. There were some issues, but it was still worth the read. 
4 & 4.5 Stars - Recommended. For the right audience, this book is a great read. 
5 Stars - Highly recommended. This book did exactly what it set out to do, with originality and style. 
(Books given 5 stars by Associates on UBR, and by Partners on Partner Websites, are eligible for paid 
self-nomination for Novel of the Year) 
TOP PICK - You absolutely LOVED it! (Top Picks reviewed on UBR are automatically nominated for Novel 
of the Year) 
 

THE PROS AND CONS 
We encourage our reviewers to list at least 1 pro and one con, for example… 
 

THE COMPARISONS 
We encourage our reviewers to list mainstream books and authors that the book compares to, but only 
if it they liked it and it’s a positive connection. 
 

THE LINKS 
Under this section we include links to the book. This is automatically generated on reviews published on 
UBR. 
 

THE REVIEWER 
Of course we have to highlight the person who wrote the review! This last section is a Reviewer bio, 
which is automatically generated on reviews published on UBR. 
 
Read a detailed positive review here 
Read a well done negative review here 

https://www.undergroundbookreviews.org/review-of-the-last-second-chance-by-jim-nesbitt/
https://www.undergroundbookreviews.org/review-of-use-somebody-by-riley-jean/
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Amazon and Goodreads Review Excerpts 
Title: TOP PICK! (or rating, including half stars) From Underground Book Reviews. Note: Goodreads does 
not have a specific location for a title, so you must head the body of the review with the title. 
 
Rating: It’s up to you if you round up or down. 
 
CONTENT: The text from the Recommendation section should suffice here. If it’s not appropriate, the 
first paragraph of the Rundown section, with an ellipsis (…), is acceptable. Following the excerpt, include 
“…read the complete review at UndergroundBookReviews(dot)org.” 

 

Amazon Review Example 

 
 

Goodreads Review Example 

 
 


